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LETTER, 


MY  LORD, 

We  read  in  history  that  strong  emotion  had  the 
effect,  on  one  occasion,  of  giving  speech  to  one  who 
hud  been  previously  dumb;  and  certainly  the  acts 
of  Government,  which  the  last  few  months  have  wit- 
nessed, are  such  as  to  render  it,  in  my  opinion,  im- 
perative on  every  minister  of  the  Church,  however 
humble  in  station  or  retired  in  habits  and  character, 
to  find  a  voice  with  which  to  call  upon  your  Lord- 
ship to  consider  the  consequences  of  the  course 
which  you  seem  to  be  taking;  and  at  all  events  to 
prepare  yourself  for  the  concession  of  that  liberty 
of  action  to  the  Church,  which  alone,  under  the  pre- 
x  nt  policy  of  the  Government,  can  render  its  con- 
tinued connexion  with  the  State-  endurable. 

The  acts  of  Government   to   which   I   refer  are 
these: — 

1.  The  notice  given  by  your  Lordship  as  Prime 
Minister  of   Kn^land,  and   reported   in  the  Times  of 
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Nov.  26,  that  on  Dec.  9,  your  Lordship  would  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  further  relief  of  her 
Majesty's  Jewish  subjects  from  civil  disabilities. 

2.  The  proposed  elevation  to  the  Episcopate  of  a 
man  at  this  moment  under  the  censure  of  the  Uni- 
versity  of   Oxford   on   account    of  his   theological 
opinions. 

3.  The  reply  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee 
of  Council    on   Education,  to    a  resolution    passed 
at   the  meeting    of  the  Wells'   Diocesan  Society, 
Oct.  21. 

4.  The  recognition  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Pre- 
lates in  Ireland,  as  Lords  Bishops,   by  the  present 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  on  a  recent  occasion. 

5.  The  sanction  which  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  fear  has  been  afforded  by  the  Government  to  the 
erection  of  Episcopal  or  Archiepiseopal  sees  in  Eng- 
land on  the  part  of  the  present  head  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Has  your  Lordship  considered,  that  the  effect  of 
such  measures  as  these  must  be  to  raise  in  the  minds 
of  the  most  thoughtful  and  moderate  persons,  very 
serious  questions  as  to  the  continuance  of  that  con- 
nexion between  the  Church  and  the  State,  under 
which  this  country  has  so  long  flourished ;  but  which 
has  harmonized  only  with  a  state  of  law  and  a 
course  of  policy  altogether  at  variance  with  the  prin- 
ciples which  are  embodied  in  the  above-mentioned 
series  of  measures  ? 

Does  your  Lordship  see  that  some  of  these  measures 


will  make  tin.' agitation  of  the  question  of  the  revival 
of  Convocation  a  matter  of  the  deepest  conscientious 
obligation  to  vast  numbers,  as  I  believe,  of  your 
Lordships  fellow-countrymen  and  fellow-Churchmen  ; 
ami  may  even  lead,  if  the  powers  of  Convocation  are 
still  suspended,  to  a  "disruption"  of  the  Church, 
similar  to  that  which  has  taken  place  in  Scotland, 
and  which  lias  been,  and  ever  will  be  attended  with 
so  much  division  and  animosity,  and  other  most  dis- 
astrous consequences  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  ? 

I  will  address  myself  as  briefly  as  possible,  and 
with  a  deep  consciousness  how  feeble  are  the  powers 
which  I  can  bring  to  bear  on  such  subjects,  to  the 
several  acts  of  Government  which  I  have  enume- 
rated. 

The  first  is  the  proposed  admission  of  Jews  to 
Parliament.  From  the  day  on  which  that  measure 
may  be  adopted,  the  character  of  England  as  a 
Christian  nation,  governed  by  a  Christian  Legislature, 
and  bearing  on  her  front  the  cross  of  Christ  as  her 
hope  and  glory,  will  be  among  things  that  have 
passed  away,  and  blessings  which  have  been  ne- 
glected and  lost.  Nearly  twenty  years  have  now 
pasM'd  since  the  first  step  in  the  downward  road  was 
taken;  and  we  ceased,  as  a  nation,  and  by  the  pro- 
It  --ion  required  of  the  members  of  our  Legislature, 
to  protest  against  Romish  error  and  to  uphold  the 
simplicity  of  the  truth.  Have  those  years  been 
years  of  greater  peace  and  prosperity?  Have  \\e 
been  a  happier,  a  more  united,  a  more  loyal  people 


than  we  were  before  ?  Has  Ireland,  for  whose  more 
especial  benefit  the  change  was  said  to  be  made, 
been  more  peaceful,  more  obedient  to  law,  more 
attached  to  English  connexion?  As  yet,  however, 
we  profess,  as  a  nation,  the  truth  of  Christianity.  It 
is  not  yet  impossible  for  a  member  of  our  Legis- 
lature to  name  with  due  honour  THAT  NAME  which 
is  above  every  name,  for  fear  of  wounding  the  feel- 
ings or  shocking  the  prejudices  of  some  professed 
unbeliever  who  may  be  present  in  the  House.  Of 
this  last  remnant  of  England's  faithfulness  to  the 
truth,  your  Lordship,  in  that  specious  liberalism 
which  is  the  idol  of  your  party,  is  about  to  rob  us : 
— at  least  no  effort,  doubtless,  on  your  Lordship's 
part,  will  be  wanting  to  gain  your  object.  But  has 
your  Lordship  considered  the  effect  of  this  measure, 
if  it  passes,  on  Christian  legislation?  Have  you 
thought,  that  while  Convocation  is  silenced,  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  are  to  a  great  and  (already) 
scarcely  tolerable  extent,  the  Legislature  for  the 
Church  even  in  matters  affecting  in  the  highest 
degree  the  spiritual  welfare  of  her  members  ?  It  is 
a  galling  yoke  that  persons  professing  the  Romish 
errors  should  be  allowed  to  have  a  voice  in  questions 
affecting  the  education  of  our  children,  the  number 
or  the  position  of  our  Bishops,  the  discipline  whether 
of  the  clergy  or  laity  of  our  Church ; — but  such  in- 
dignity has  become  our  badge  and  sufferance :  and 
while  nothing  fatal  in  respect  of  principle  was  in- 
volved in  it,  while  our  Legislators  have  at  least  been 


required  to  profess  the  faitli  of  a  Christian, — we  have 
acquiesced, — not  without  an  occasional  protest, —not 
without  the  taunts  of  enemies, — not  without  mis- 
•livings  of  conscience  as  to  the  degree  in  which  we 
compromised  our  principles,  but  still  we  have  ac- 
quiesced, for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  as  men  who  do 
not  love  to  meddle  with  contention,  in  what  we 
have  often  felt  a  hitter  grievance.  But  when  a  pro- 
d  unbeliever  is  to  be  numbered  among  these 
>lators  for  the  Church  of  Christ,  the  question  is 
indeed  different.  Is  a  professed  Jew  to  give  his 
vote  on  the  erection  of  Bishoprics  or  the  discipline 
of  the  Church  of  Christ?  Is  the  name  of  our  Great 
Redeemer  to  be  a  proscribed  name  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament  because  a  Jew  would  hear 
what  must  grate  upon  his  feelings?  In  all  sober 
earnestness  and  deliberation,  I  say,  GOD  forbid ! 
But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  write  declamatory  sen- 
tences ; — I  wish  calmly  to  ask  your  Lordship  whether 
you  think  this  condition  of  things  is  possible  ?  Do 
you  not  see  how  it  makes  it  a  sacred  duty  to  agitate 
for  the  revival  of  Convocation :  and  if  that  reasonable 
prayer  and  hope  is  not  acceded  to,  is  your  Lordship 
prepared  to  weigh  the  admission  of  Jews  to  Par- 
liament airainst  the  too  probable  disruption  of  the 
Church  which  may  ensue?  It  seems  to  me  impos- 
sible, that,  while  the  voice  of  her  own  synod  is 
silenced,  and  measures  affecting  the  religious  and 
spiritual  welfare  of  her  members  can  only  emanate 
from  Parliament,  the  Church  can  possibly  acquiesce 


8 

in  a  state  of  things  which  allows  a  Jew  or  other 
professed  unbeliever  to  have  a  voice  in  Christian 
legislation. 

II.  The  next  act  of  government  which  I  men- 
tioned, is  the  proposed  elevation  of  Dr.  Hampden  to 
the  Episcopate.  Scarcely  ten  days  have  passed  since 
the  announcement,  in  the  public  papers,  of  that 
intention ;  and  already,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
the  country  rings  with  the  expression  of  indignation 
and  alarm.  Meetings  of  the  Clergy  are  announced 
in  various  places ;  addresses  to  the  Queen  and  the 
Bishops  are  agreed  upon ;  and  there  are  indications 
of  a  coming  storm  of  pamphlets  and  printed  papers, 
similar  to  that  which  occasioned  so  much  contention 
and  painful  feeling  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  Was 
it  necessary  to  search  so  far  back  for  a  firebrand,  to 
kindle  anew  the  blaze  of  controversy  ?  Were  we  so 
cordially  united,  and  of  one  mind,  that  it  became 
even  desirable  to  find  some  subject  which  might  be 
sure  to  occasion  some  wholesome  opposition,  and 
prevent  the  Church  from  stagnating  in  undisturbed 
ease?  Surely,  we  have  divisions  enough  without 
renewing  the  controversy  of  1835  and  1836  !  What 
possible  reason  could  there  be  for  selecting  a  man 
for  the  vacant  Bishopric,  whose  appointment  would 
be  regarded  as  an  outrage  on  the  feelings  of  the 
Church,  and  a  most  indecent  disregard  of  the  solemn 
judgment  and  censure  of  the  University  of  Oxford  ? 
Could  there  not  have  been  found  among  the  ranks 
of  your  own  political  party,  if  politics  ought  in  any 
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way  to  influence  sucli  appointments,  some  perfectly 
unexceptionable  clergyman,  whose  elevation  would 
have  been  hailed  and  welcomed  by  the  Church, 
JIM  <«ad  of  being  regarded  as  an  outrage  on  all  which 
is  held  most  sacred?  Was  it  necessary  to  select 
the  single  person,  being  one  of  blameless  morals, 
whose  consecration  would  cause  the  deepest  concern 
to  all  considerate  persons,  both  on  account  of  his 
own  published  opinions,  and  as  an  indication  of  what 
may  be  expected  from  the  party  which  is  now  in 
power?  Is  the  solemn  censure  of  the  University, 
under  which  this  Reverend  Regius  Professor  is  still 
withheld  from  the  usual  privileges  of  his  office, 
a  passport  to  ecclesiastical  distinction,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Whig  Government?  Surely,  a  more  tyran- 
nical abuse  of  the  power  which  they  found  in  their 
hands  was  never  committed  by  any  advisers  of  the 
Crown,  than  in  thus  selecting  the  divine  probably 
the  most  unwelcome  to  the  Church  in  the  whole 
kingdom,  the  only  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  under  the 
censure  of  either  of  the  Universities  on  the  ground  of 
his  theological  opinions,  and  thrusting  him  upon  an 
unhappy  diocese,  in  reliance  on  the  notorious  diffi- 
culty, in  the  present  relation  between  Church  and 
State,  of  offering  any  effectual  resistance  to  an 
appointment  of  this  kind,  however  objectionable. 
Whether  it  will  be  possible  to  resist  effectually  in  the 
present  instance,  remains  to  be  proved ;  but  the 
point  to  which  I  wUh  to  call  your  Lordship's  atten- 
tion is  this; — How  indispensable  it  becomes  that  the 
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powers  of  Convocation  should  be  in  active  exercise, 
if  the  minister  of  the  day  so  abuses  the  power  in  his 
hands  as  to  select  for  the  spiritual  rule  of  the  Church 
the  only  person  under  the  formal  censure  of  one  of 
the  ancient  Universities  of  the  realm,  on  the  score  of 
heterodox  opinions.  The  long  suspension  of  the 
powers  of  Convocation  has  been  acquiesced  in  from 
reliance  on  the  disposition  of  the  State  to  exercise 
its  influence  in  accordance  with  ecclesiastical  prin- 
ciples, and  from  confidence  also  in  the  fact,  that,  up 
to  a  comparatively  recent  period,  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  were  professedly  members  of  the  Church. 
Represented  by  her  Bishops  in  the  Upper  House  of 
Parliament,  and  with  no  avowed  dissenters  in  either 
House,  the  Church  relied  on  the  duty  and  allegiance 
of  her  laity ;  and  though  reproached  by  her  enemies 
as  a  mere  parliamentary  Church,  she  was  content  to 
submit  to  that  reproach  rather  than  incur  the 
charge  of  a  restless  and  ambitious  spirit,  or  the 
danger  of  being  involved  in  doctrinal  controversy. 
It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the  Church  has  ac- 
quiesced too  tamely  in  the  suspension  of  her  powers. 
Had  Convocation  been  more  than  a  shadow  during 
the  last  century,  it  is  probable  that  Church-extension 
would  not  have  been  so  long  withheld  from  our 
growing  population  at  home,  nor  the  Episcopate 
denied  to  our  colonies ;  it  is  probable  that  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Church  would  have  been  more  sound 
and  healthy,  and  the  education  of  the  people  in  a 
more  satisfactory  state.  But  what  was  doubtful, 


11 

and  more  than  doubtful,  in  the  days  when  connexion 
between  Church  and  State  was  more  than  a  name, 
becomes  subversive  of  the  most  sacred  ecclesiastical 
principle,  when  that  connexion  is  forgotten  at  every 
opportunity  of  benefiting  or  extending  the  Church, 
and  remembered  only  on  some  occasion  of  enthralling 
or  oppressing  her;  forgotten  in  respect  of  privilege, 
but  remembered  in  respect  of  such  indignity  as  is 
involved  in  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Hampden.  When 
Jews,  as  seems  too  likely,  are  admitted  to  legislate 
for  the  Church,  and  a  person  under  formal  censure 
on  the  score  of  his  theological  opinions  is  thrust 
into  the  Episcopate,  the  Church  will  never,  I  be- 
lieve, acquiesce  in  a  suspension  of  her  powers,  which 
was  tolerable  only  under  a  system  of  public  policy 
the  reverse  of  that  which  is  now  pursued,  and  which 
suspension  becomes  an  intolerable  yoke,  and,  indeed, 
involves  a  violation  of  principle,  when  those  views, 
of  which  your  Lordship  is  unhappily  the  advocate, 
are  acted  on  by  Government. 

One  advantage  will  be  gained  from  the  proposed 
elevation  of  Dr.  Hampden,  if  it  opens  the  eyes  of 
the  country  to  the  real  feelings  of  the  present 
Government  towards  the  Church,  and  the  use  which 
will  too  probably  be  made  of  that  influence  which 
the  State  is  daily  gaining  over  the  education  of  the 
country.  Too  many  persons  are  caught  by  the  im- 
mediate advantage  both  of  Government  aid  and 
Government  inspection,  and  are  thus  led  to  take* 
some  irrevocable  step  in  placing  their  schools  under 
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the  control  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  before 
they  have  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  influence  thus 
gained  by  that  Committee  will  not  be  abused.  Let 
such  persons  only  fairly  consider  all  that  is  implied 
in  the  proposed  elevation  of  Dr.  Hampden,  and,  in 
the  case  of  such  as  have  not  yet  committed  them- 
selves, pause  before  they  place  their  schools  under  a 
yoke  which,  however  lightly  it  may  weigh  in  the  first 
years  of  its  imposition,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear  will,  ere  long,  be  a  most  effectual  instrument  in 
fettering  the  free  action  of  the  Church  in  the  edu- 
cation of  her  children. 

For,  III.  The  third  act  of  Government  which  I 
enumerated  is  the  reply  which  has  been  sent  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Wells'  Diocesan  Association,  passed 
at  a  meeting  which  was  held  Oct.  21.  That  answer 
is  as  follows: — "My  Lords  having  lately  had  the 
subject  of  that  resolution  under  their  consideration 
have  determined  to  adhere  to  the  minute  of  June 
28, 1847."  And  the  meaning  of  this,  as  Mr.  Denison 
observes  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  from  which 
I  copy  it,  is,  that  "  My  Lords  will  adhere  to  the 
course  they  have  adopted  of  imposing  the  manage- 
ment clauses  on  the  promoters  of  Church  schools  as 
a  condition  of  assistance."  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
go  at  length  into  the  question  connected  with  these 
minutes  of  council.  The  subject  has  been  most  ably 
and  sufficiently  treated  by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Denison, 
in  the  pamphlet  I  have  referred  to,  and  by  the  Rev. 
H.  W.  Wilberforce,  in  his  letter  to  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis. 
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r<>r  the  purposes  of  the  present  letter,  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  me  to  observe,  that  hy  an  arbitrary  as- 
sumption of  power  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
K<1  u cat  inn  are  at  this  moment  imposing,  as  a  con- 
dition of  Government  aid,  on  the  builders  of  Church 
M-hools,  the  insertion,  in  the  trust  deeds  of  such 
schools,  of  certain  management-clauses,  which  seem 
so  objectionable  in  themselves,  and  have  such  an 
appearance  of  involving  a  breach  of  faith  with  the 
Church,  that  remonstrances  are  already  emanating 
from  the  several  diocesan  boards,  and  a  feeling  of 
the  deepest  distrust  is  taking  the  place  of  that 
disposition  to  confide  in  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment which  has  prevailed  during  the  few  last  years. 
Whether  the  suspicion  be  well-founded  or  not, 
no  one  can  deny  that  the  history  of  these  manage- 
ment-clauses awakens  the  gravest  apprehension  of 
an  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil, or  of  some  one  who  has  influence  with  that  body, 
to  pave  the  way  for  that  combined  system  of  educa- 
tion, against  which  it  is  admitted  that  the  religious 
convictions  and  sympathies  of  England  revolt.  It  is 
very  important  to  notice  the  fact  which  is  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Denison  in  the  Appendix  to  his 
Letter  to  Mr.  Gladstone ',  that  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Council,  recommend- 
ing the  insertion  of  one  of  these  clauses  in  the  trust 
de»-d  of  the  Eninore  school,  bears  date  June  16, 
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1847;  though  the  minute  of  Council,  in  which  my 
Lords  for  the  first  time  instructed  their  secretary  to 
make  this  recommendation,  bears  date  June  28, 
1847.  "  On  whose  authority  (asks  Mr.  Denison) 
was  the  recommendation  made  in  the  letter  bearing 
date  June  16,  1847?"  And  is  it  come  to  this,  that 
without  consent  of  the  Church  or  authority  of  Par- 
liament, some  secret  influence,  acting  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  is  to  legislate  for  the  education  of 
the  children  of  the  Church,  fetter  the  free  action  of 
Churchmen  in  building  and  endowing  schools,  and 
prescribe  terms  for  the  distribution  of  funds  voted 
for  educational  purposes,  different  from  those  which 
were  acquiesced  in  by  the  heads  of  the  Church  and 
the  National  Society  in  the  year  1840  ?  And  let 
these  Minutes  of  Council  be  read  by  the  light  which 
the  recent  proposal  to  elevate  Dr.  Hampden  to  the 
see  of  Hereford  throws  on  them :  on  the  one  hand 
there  is  the  notorious  opinion  of  many  influential 
members  of  the  Committee  of  Council  in  favour  of 
the  foreign  combined  system  of  education :  and  on 
the  other  is  the  attempt  to  force  upon  the  Church, 
in  her  highest  order,  a  divine  who  is  at  this  moment 
censured  by  the  University  of  Oxford  for  maintain- 
ing the  position,  that  the  most  essential  articles  of 
Christian  faith  are  mere  speculations  of  the  mind 
and  theological  opinions,  insufficient  to  justify  divi- 
sion and  estrangement  among  men  who  agree  in 
recognizing  the  Scriptures  as  the  Word  of  God. 
This  appointment  of  Dr.  Hampden  bears  most  mate- 
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rially,  in  more  points  than  one,  on  the  education 
question;  for  what  security,  if  he  becomes  a  Bishop 
of  the  Church,  is  there,  that  on  the  occurrence  of  an 
event,  which  in  the  course  of  nature  cannot  be  very 
distant,  he  may  not  be  elevated  to  the  very  highest 
office  in  the  rule  and  ministry  of  the  Church  ?  And 
what  value  does  your  Lordship  think  the  Church 
would  set  upon  the  necessity  of  concurrence  in  the 
appointment  of  inspectors  by  an  Archbishop  of  Dr. 
Hampden's  opinions  ?  The  result  which  such  consi- 
derations as  these  leave  on  my  mind,  and,  I  believe, 
on  the  minds  of  Churchmen  in  general,  is,  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  some  recognized  ecclesiastical  synod, 
witli  clearly  defined  and  acknowledged  powers, 
without  the  full  consent  and  concurrence  of  which 
no  measure  relating  to  the  discipline,  education,  or 
other  points  affecting  the  spiritual  welfare  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  shall  become  law. 

The  other  acts  of  Government  which  I  enume- 
rated, seem  to  me  to  have  a  most  important  bearing 
in  the  same  direction ;  as  showing  how  adverse  to 
the  legal  position  and  influence  of  the  Church  of 
Ki  inland  is  the  whole  policy  of  the  Government  of 
England ;  and  how  lamentable  is  the  disposition 
of  the  State  to  repudiate  its  connexion  with  the 
Church,  whenever  that  connexion  seems  to  subserve 
her  interests  and  influence ;  though  the  same  con- 
nexion is  used  with  the  most  unscrupulous  dexterity 
and  violence,  when  there  is  an  opportunity  of  curb- 
ill-,  nr  depressing,  or  discouraging  her. 
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I  mentioned,  IV.  The  recognition  of  Roman 
Catholic  prelates  in  Ireland,  as  Lords  Bishops,  by  the 
present  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  The  Act  of 
Parliament  commonly  called  the  Roman  Catholic 
Relief  or  Emancipation  Act  provides,  in  one  of  its 
sections,  that  no  person  shall  assume  the  style  or 
title  of  any  existing  Bishopric,  Archbishopric,  or 
other  ecclesiastical  office :  and  for  every  transgression 
of  this  enactment,  the  offending  party  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds.  It  is  notorious  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  in  Ireland  openly  and 
publicly  set  at  nought  this  provision.  They  treat  it 
as  a  dead  letter ;  an  obsolete  or  unmeaning  enact- 
ment, which  was  never  meant  to  be  observed,  and 
which  no  one  would  dream  of  enforcing.  And  what 
is  the  effect  of  the  Queen's  representative  in  Ireland, 
the  sworn  executor  of  the  law,  acknowledging  by 
the  title  of  honour,  which  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
Bishops  of  the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, the  persons  who  are  openly  and  notoriously 
violating  the  law  in  this  very  respect  ?  What,  but 
to  countenance  the  violation  of  the  law,  which  he  is 
sworn  to  execute?  What,  but  to  admit  that  a 
foreign  Potentate  has  the  power  to  confer  titles  of 
honour  in  this  realm,  which  shall  be  recognized  as 
such  by  the  Queen's  representative  ?  What,  but  to 
imply  that  the  persons  thus  honoured,  are  on  a  level, 
not  only  in  point  of  worldly  rank,  but  also  in  respect 
of  the  lawfulness  of  their  claims  to  occupy  the  sees, 
of  which  they  assume  the  titles,  with  the  Bishops 
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of  tlu>  Established  Church?  Is  this  to  keep  faith 
with  that  Church,  which,  in  fond  reliance  on  this 
and  other  securities,  consented  to  the  removal  of  the 
<1  inabilities  of  which  the  Roman  Catholics  com- 
plained? It  may  be  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has 
not  himself  transgressed  the  letters  of  the  statute 
referred  to ;  but  he  has  set  at  nought  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  that  statute,  and  has  countenanced  those 
who  are  openly  transgressing  its  letter,  as  well  as  its 
spirit:  and,  which  leads  me  especially  to  mention 
the  subject  in  this  letter,  he  has  shown  how  com- 
pletely the  relation  between  Church  and  State  is 
altered ;  and,  therefore,  how  absolutely  necessary  it 
has  become  for  Churchmen  to  claim  those  inde- 
pendent and  indefeasible  rights,  in  the  suspen- 
sion of  which,  under  a  different  state  of  things, 
they  have,  perhaps,  too  long  acquiesced.  It  is 
not  that  the  Church  values  for  its  own  sake 
the  exclusive  concession  to  her  of  worldly  titles : — 
it  had  been  better,  perhaps,  if  there  had  been  less 
similarity  between  the  titles  of  secular  rank,  and 
those  conceded  to  the  Prelates  of  the  Church ;  but 
win  MI  that  concession  was  a  badge  of  the  real  con- 
nexion between  Church  and  State,  she  cannot  but 
regard  the  concession  of  such  titles  to  the  prelates 
of  another  communion,  and  a  communion  which  she 
regards  as  infected  with  fearful  error,  as  a  sign  that 
the  State  has  changed  the  whole  status  and  position 
of  the  Established  Church  of  this  realm.  If  that 
status  and  looting  or  position  is  thus  to  be  changed, 
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let  it  be  done  by  fair  and  open  legislation ;  not  by 
insidious  evasions  or  unlocked  for  constructions  of 
the  enactments  to  which  the  Church  has  trusted  for 
her  security  in  such  measures,  affecting  her  own  con- 
dition and  influence,  as  she  has  assented  to.     Above 
all,  give  us  back  that  free  action  and  power  of  self- 
regulation  which  inherently  belongs  to  every  Chris- 
tian Church  by  the  word  of  God ;  and  is  fully  ad- 
mitted by  the  ancient   constitution  of   the    realm. 
And,  V.  It  is  plain  that  this  applies  with  equal  or 
greater  force  to  the  measure  which  I  mentioned  last, 
and  which  there  is  too  much  reason  to  think  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Government, — the  erection  of 
Roman   Catholic  Bishoprics  and  Archbishoprics  in 
English  towns  and  cities.     It  matters  little  whether 
these  intrusive  prelates  assume  the  titles  of  existing 
sees ;  or  whether  they  derive  their  title  from  places 
such  as  Birmingham  or  Westminster,  in  which  from 
their  importance  and  populousness,  it  may  be  hoped 
that  Bishoprics  of  the  Church  of  England  may  soon 
be  established.     In  the  one  case  indeed  the  act  of 
such  intrusive  prelates  is  more  openly  illegal,  and 
also  their  intrusion  more  shameless  and  insulting. 
But  I  know  not  whether  the  danger  of  the  spread  of 
erroneous  doctrine  is  not  greater,  if  in  places  which 
are  not  as  yet  sees  of  Bishops,  the  ground  is  thus 
preoccupied  by  Roman  Catholic  prelates ;  to  whom, 
it  is  plain,  the  usual  titles  of  English  Archbishops  or 
Bishops  will  be  conceded ;    and  who,   by   the   use 
which  they  so  well  know  how  to  make  of  any  such 


1!) 

concession,  and  by  all  the  pomp  of  an  attractive  cere- 
monial, will  have  the  most  fearful  opportunities  of 
gain  ing  influence,  and  propagating  error.  Every  one 
who  has  reflected  on  the  condition  of  Ireland,  must 
sec  what  influence  has  been  gained  by  the  Romish 
priesthood,  and  what  incalculable  mischief  has  been 
done,  by  their  assumption  of  titles  which  imply  that 
the  persons  assuming  them  are  bishops  in  the  same 
sense  in  which  the  prelates  of  the  Established 
Church  are  Bishops  of  their  respective  sees ;  and 
have  a  spiritual  rule  similar  to  the  jurisdiction  which 
belongs  to  the  lawful  Bishops  in  their  several 
dioceses. 

But  let  me  put  to  your  Lordship  the  question, 
of  which  Sir  Robert  Inglis  has  ably  and  faithfully 
given  notice;  and  inquire  by  what  authority  this 
creation  of  Roman  Catholic  Bishoprics  has  been 
effected,  or  to  what  degree  it  has  been  sanctioned 
or  connived  at?  Is  it  true  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  effected  without  the  consent 
of  the  sovereign  power,  even  in  Roman  Catholic 
countries ;  and  if  so,  has  the  Queen  of  England  been 
advised  to  assent  to  it  in  her  realm?  Should  this 
prove  to  be  the  case,  I  trust  there  is  yet  some  means 
of  establishing  the  fact,  that  to  give  such  advice  to 
the  Crown  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour, 
(•ailing  for  the  exclusion  of  those  who  allowed  it, 
from  the  confidence  of  the  Sovereign:  or  if  it  has 
been  tacitly  connived  at,  as  a  measure  which  would 
indeed  operate  unfavourably  to  the  Church  of  Eng- 
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land,  but  is  of  no  great  consequence  one  way  or 
other,  I  trust  that  the  united  feeling  of  the  country 
will  call  for  the  dismissal  of  men  who  are  so  inca- 
pable of  estimating  the  effects  of  such  a  measure  as 
this,  and  so  duped  and  blinded  by  the  policy  of  the 
Church  of  Rome.  In  any  wise,  I  trust  that  the  country 
will  demand,  as  with  one  voice,  how  the  endurance 
of  this  measure  is  reconciled  with  the  Queen's  coro- 
nation oath ;  and  with  the  fact,  that  she  is  the  tem- 
poral head  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  its  sworn 
defender.  In  any  wise,  I  trust  that  all  Churchmen 
will  see  the  necessity  of  claiming  for  the  Church  the 
full  exercise  of  her  inherent  rights  and  prerogatives, 
in  order  that  she  may  advance  to  the  contest  with 
the  Church  of  Rome  which  awaits  her,  with  the  free 
use  of  her  various  powers  and  faculties,  and  not  as 
one  who  is  sent  forth  with  a  weight  of  incum- 
brances  and  shackled  limbs  to  a  deadly  conflict. 

And  now,  my  Lord.  I  would  wish  to  make  one 
or  two  remarks  in  conclusion  on  the  rights  of  con- 
science, of  which  your  Lordship  and  your  Lordship's 
party  are  so  fond  of  assuming  yourselves  to  be  the 
champions.  It  is  in  tenderness  to  the  rights  of  con- 
science that  your  Lordship  is  bringing  in  a  Bill  to 
relieve  her  Majesty's  Jewish  subjects  from  their  civil 
disabilities.  Has  your  Lordship  considered  the  bur- 
den which  this  Bill,  if  it  becomes  law,  will  impose 
on  the  conscience  of  a  far  more  numerous  class  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  one  which,  I  am  bold  to 
say,  has  not  deserved  less  well  of  her  Majesty  and  of 
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their  country  than  the  Jews?  I  allude  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Church,  more  or  less,  and  most 
t  »l»ecially  the  Clergy.  I  am  bold  to  say  that  all  the 
most  reflecting  and  religious  part  of  the  nation  will 
regard  this  measure  as  a  most  grievous  NATIONAL 
SIN,  provoking  the  displeasure  of  Almighty  God,  and 
exposing  us,  as  a  nation,  to  His  judgments.  But  it 
affects  the  Clergy  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  must 
cause  much  distress  to  many  tender  consciences ;  for 
the  Clergy  well  know  that  they  must  not  be  par- 
takers of  other  men's  sins,  but  protest  against  them, 
and  be  clear  of  them  :  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  this 
consideration  must  occasion  many  embarrassing  and 
painful  questions.  I  received  an  expensive  educa- 
tion, and  am  now  possessed  of  a  benefice  in  the 
Church.  I  received  holy  orders  at  a  time  when 
there  was  nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Church 
to  raise  one  question  in  point  of  conscience  to  em- 
barrass or  distress  me  in  becoming  a  minister.  But 
as  a  Christian  and  a  Clergyman  I  have  the  most 
deep  and  conscientious  objection  to  the  admission  of 
Jews  into  the  Legislature  of  my  nation ;  and  if  that 
Legislature  be  virtually  the  Synod  or  Legislature  of 
my  Church,  I  regard  their  admission  WITH  HORROR. 
I  appeal,  therefore,  to  your  respect  for  the  rights 
of  conscience ;  and  demand  that  while  you  are  im- 
posing a  burden  on  my  conscience  and  on  that  of 
others,  by  the  measures  you  are  endeavouring  to 
effect,  in  pretended  regard  to  the  rights  of  con- 
science, you  will  also  relieve  that  burden  by  advising 


22 

her  Majesty  to  restore  to  the  Church  the  full  exer- 
cise of  her  powers,  either  by  means  of  Convocation  or 
some  other  authorized  and  duly-constituted  eccle- 
siastical synod. 

And  if  your  Lordship,  should  this  letter  now 
reach  you,  be  surprised  that  one  of  humble  station, 
and  also,  as  this  letter  will  show,  of  humble  talent, 
should  take  on  him  thus  to  write,  let  this  very  fact 
be  a  proof  to  you  how  the  feeling  excited  by  these 
measures  pervades  all  classes  of  your  fellow-country- 
men ;  and  excites  to  some  faint  and  feeble  endeavour 
to  uphold  what  is  felt  to  be  the  cause  of  God's 
truth,  and  of  the  real  prosperity  of  His  Church,  even 
those  who  are  most  sensible  of  their  own  incom- 
petence, and  would  most  shrink  from  any  public  ex- 
hibition of  it. 

With  prayer  that  this  country  may  yet  be  true  to 
those  old  principles,  under  the  influence  of  which 
her  greatness  has  been  granted  to  her  by  God,  and 
an  adherence  to  which  can  alone  make  any  nation  a 
wise  and  understanding  people, 

I  am.  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  faithful  servant, 

WALTER  J.  TROWER. 

WISTON  RECTORY, 
Nov.  30,  1847. 
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